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tortures his mind could invent. Dancing around the patient,
breathing upon and stroking the affected part? which he seemed
to know was her chest, his body grew more and still more agitated
as he warmed up to his work. As the treatment progressed his
voice and gestures increased in pitch and violence until he ended
his conjurations in a wild frenzy which left him exhausted. The
patient was not visibly benefited, but she surely had reason to
be favourably impressed with the medicine man*s sincerity of
purpose.
When his chant, dance and rattle failed to effect a oires or
some improvement., it was because of adverse influences exerted
by someone also having spiritual connections, a sort of malicious
animal magnetism bewitching the patient. Klaook was often able
to detect the individual responsible for this interference, usually
a personal enemy of the family or clan, and of no great importance.
Formerly, the witch was put to torture until death ended his
sufferings or the patient recovered. Mrs. Lewis said no witches
had been killed outright within her memory; they were merely
ostracized by family and clan and left to freeze or die of neglect
or starvation.
My application to the Bureau of Education had been acknow-
ledged and accepted; the appointment with fall instructions
would be coming along soon, and it was hoped I would do a
good job. It was evident that one must win the natives* confidence,
awaken their interest, and learn something of their history and
background, their temperamental peculiarities, physical charac-
teristics and economic problems; also how they were reacting to
changing circumstances brought about by thousands of gold-
seekers stampeding into their country, I began cultivating them
diligently, talking through interpreters to scores of old men aad
women, making physical examinations, reading everything I
could find dealing with Alaska and its native races.
The Uttk town in which I had established myself was a populous
Isdian village loag before the first wfaite settlers ventured into
the country. Before the gold-rush the proportion of Indians to
wMtes had been about ten to one, but following that historic
event m wWdi prospectors and camp-followers swarmed into tfae
Klondike and surrounding country, 'perhaps a hundred dis-
paraged Argonauts had settled In the town, bringing the pro-
portion of Indians down to three or four to one.
Tliere were two large trading posts which bought fiirs and